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Edward Kelly

The Theatre of Terrestrial Astronomy

Many books have been written on the art of Alchewlyich, by the multiplicity of their allegoriesddles, and
parables, bewilder and confound all earnest stgdant the cause of this confusion is the vast murabd variety
of names, which all signify and do set forth ond #re same thing. For this reason | have resolvedyi own minc

to loosen and untie all the difficult knots of thecient Sages.
| will speak first of the inventors and restorefdtee Art;
secondly, of the mutual conversion of elements, fand through the predominance of one element thetance o
metals is generated;
thirdly, I will shew the affinity and homogeneity metals, procreated in the bowels of the earhiy fympathies
and antipathies, according to the purity and intgwf their Sulphur and Mercury; and that as metaissist of
Sulphur and Mercury, they can furnish us with tihgt inatter of the Elixir;
4thly, the preparation of Mercurial water;
5thly, the conversion of prepared Mercury into Meial earth;
6thly, the exaltation of Mercurial water;
7thly, the solution of gold by Mercurial water;
8thly, the preparation of the water or Moon of 8sges;
9thly, the conjunction of sun and moon;
10thly, the blackness, or Raven's Head, by meandizh the solution and copulation of Sun and Mdorboth
take place;
11thly, the peacock’s tail;
12thly, the white Tincture;
13thly, the perfect red Elixir.
This Art being given by Divine inspiration, andasecret revealed from above, we implore God's foelpvery
part of our work, the small as well as the greatHe alone hath the power to give or to withhdid knowledge
from whomsoever He will. No one taketh this hontwhimself, but God alone can enlighten the eyesliftrthe
cloud of natural mysteries, so that albeit you canmderstand the plainest things without Him,wiityou
apprehend the most difficult arcana if He give Yight. | will now speak of the illustrious men whioefore and
after the Flood, have discovered and establishedtlmical Art.

Of the Inventors and Restorers of this Art

All Sages agree that the knowledge of this Art firas imparted to Adam by the Holy Spirit, and H®phesied,
both before and after the Fall, that the world ninestenewed, or, rather, purged with water. Theeelfiis
successors erected two stone tables, on whichethgaved a summary of all physical arts, in ortat this
arcanum might become known to posterity. Afterfl@d, Noah found one of these tables at the fobaunt
Ararat. Others say that the knowledge of the Ars wesstored by Hermes Trismegistus, whose mind vieesaaury
of all arts and sciences; and alchemists arecatiftd sons of Hermes. Bernard of Trevisa state<tieasaid Herme
came to the valley of Hebron, and there found seteme tables, on which a summary of the severdil#ts had
been inscribed before the Flood; for this same Hearflourished both before and after the Flood,iandentified
with Noah. Then this Art found its way into Perdtmypt, and Chaldaea. The Hebrews called it theb@abthe
Persians Magia, and the Egyptians Sophia, andsttawght in the schools together with Theologwas known tc
Moses, Abraham, Solomon, and the Magi who camehtésCfrom the East. Magia derived its origin froine
doctrine of the Divine Ternary and the Trinity od&& For God has stamped and sealed all createghtiiith this



character of Trinityas a kind of hieroglyphical writing, whereby Hiwn nature might be known. For the numb
and the magic number 4 make up the perfect numktieeseat of many mysteries. And seeing that tiet&nary
rests in the Ternary, it is a number which stamdt¢he horizon of eternity, and doth exhibit eveiythbound with

God in us, thus including God, men, and all cre#t@tys, with all their mysterious powers. Addiingge, you get

ten, which marks the return to unity. In this amwanis concluded alldowledge of hidden things which God, by

word, has made known to the men of His good pleasar that they might have a true conception of.Hind this
is the figure which is called the sphere of Heaviére said sphere consists of a circle, which cirefgesents the

Trinity of the Deity in unity, God with three headsd one crown, surmounted by a triangle, enciralitial a
rainbow, and above the sun and moon.

The first colour of the rainbow, on which God sigsblack; with the sign of Saturn; the secondkdaown, with

the sign of Jupiter; the third, red, with the s@rMars; the fourth, green and yellow, with thersaf the Sun; the
fifth, green, with the sign of Venus; the sixth]lges, green, white, and red, with the sign of Mescuhe seventh, a
silver grey, with the sign of the Moon, and yellbeneath.

His feet are placed on the terrestrial globe, ificvlare animals and hills, with a white and browenmwhose eyes
are bandaged, and an egg is between his feet.

Of the Mutual Conversion of Elements;
How One Element Predominates Over Another;
Whence the Substance of the Metals is Generated.

Geber, Morienus, and other Sages have pronouneatbtiversion of one element into another a vergseary
process in the composition of the Stone: converelbements, and you have what you seek. Ther@arelement:
air, water, fire, earth, with their four qualitidst, cold, moist, dry. Two are active, air ane fiand two passive,
water and earth. Two are light, and two heavy. @afittory qualities are united only by means dfiedt Hot and
dry are not contradictory, and therefore form tleerent of air; cold and dry are not contradict@nyd become
earth; nor are cold and moist, which constituteewdiut hot and cold are united only by means mkaium, viz.,
dry, as otherwise they would destroy each othencddot and cold are united and separated by diegchnd
coagulating the homogeneous quality. Moist and dimithe othehand, are united and separated by constrictial
humectation; simple generation and natural tranatian are by the operation of the elements. Fosdhedements
which conquer cold generate that which is host ttlear that all things are generated by heat alij and all
elements must belong to the same genus, or elgedudd not act on each other. After creating tteter of the
metals, namely, living Mercury, Nature added taritactive quality. For Mercury, the substance, ¢daait of itself
manifest its effects, and Nature wisely joinedttan active kind of mineral earth, unctuous andtfatkened by
long digestion in the mineral caverns of the easthich is commonly called Sulphur. This Mercuryhswever, nc
the common metal. bthe principle and origin of metals. Mercury ig timatter, Sulphur the form of metals, nat
heat acting on the matter of Mercury, as upon arfit well adapted subject.
The picture represents a black rock, on the surofwithich stand black Saturn; Jupiter, the whitedkillars, the
red soldier; Sol, with a golden head and ruddy n¥ehus, in a green robe; Mercury, with helmet, eedi green,



purple, white, yellow, ochre, black gown, and yellaed, blue wings; the Moon white and black.

On the black plain stands Mercury of many colothe,Moon with the sign [of the crescent] on hercheand
Sulphur on both sides of Mercury is signified bg tarm Hermaphrodite; the four elements from the twrners
blow upon the place where Mercury and the Moon are.

Of the Homogeneous Affinity of Metals generated in the bowels of the Bar,
Harmony and Antipathy of Metallic Qualities.
Metals consist of Mercury and Sulphur, and furnish us with the fist substance of the
Elixir.
The various conversions of the elements which predhe first matter of metals have been now desdriid/e mu:
next treat of the nature of the said metals. tleésrer than daylight that there are seven plaret&n days, seven
metals, and seven operations. The metals are cHtiexdthe planets, because of their influencethad mutual
relations. The mineral principles are living Mergand Sulphur. From these are generated all matalsninerals,
of which there are many species, possessing divettsees, according to the purity and impurityhe Mercury
and Sulphur, resulting in the purity or impuritytbe generated metal. Gold is a perfect body, of pelear, red
Mercury, and pure, fixed, red, incombustible Sulpi8ilver is a pure body, nearly approaching peidec of pure,
clear, fixed white Mercury, and Sulphur of the sddmel; it is a little wanting in fixation, colougnd weight. Tin i
a pure, imperfect body, of pure, fixed and unfixeldar, white Mercury outside, and red Mercurydesiwith
Sulphur of the same kind. Lead is an impure, imgetrbody, of impure, unfixed, earthy, white, fetieércury and
Sulphur outside, and red Mercury inside, with Sulpdf the same quality. Copper Is an impure andeifept body
of impure, unfixed, dirty, combustible, red Sulplannd Mercury. It is deficient in fixation, puritgnd weight, whil¢
it abounds in impure colour and combustible teredtst Iron is of impure, imperfect, excessivelydd, earthy,
burning, white and red Sulphur and Mercury, is wanin fusion, purity, and weight, abounding indik impure
Sulphur and combustible terrestreity. Nature tramsemsthe elements into Mercury, just as Sulphunstrautes the
first matter. The nature of all metals must beshmne, because their first substance is the saméJaare cannot
develop anything out of a substance that is ndt in



The picture represents a black rock, on which sthadd in hand, the planets:

1, Black Saturn, falling down;

2, Jupiter;

3, Mars;

4, Mercury of many colours;

5, Venus, with green robe, and the Sun and Moon.

Lower down, on the black rock, stands an old mah wipick-axe, cutting a piece out of the rock, mdeSaturn
falls, and near him lie, as if dead, Jupiter anti®a

Of the Preparation of Mercurial Earth

Know that out of all metals a perfect Medicine t@nmade, which can transmute the remaining metsisggold
and silver; for out of the perfect metals you dgtproper separation of elements, the Salt of Maitherwise Ore
of the Philosophers, by some called Philosophidalwithout which the work of the Sages cannot be
accomplished. For Art presupposes a substancesdrbgtNature alone, in which Art assists Nature [datiire
assists art.

A vessel like an urinal stands, encircled at itseblay a ring of twisted straw; within it are MerguMars, and
Saturn, lying on their backs, and an old man ishenpoint of throwing in Venus and Jupiter. Behihe old man,
on the black rock, stand the Sun and Moon.

Of the Conversion of Prepared Mercury into Mercurial earth



Metals, as above stated, contain a salt, out oflwfiie and the sagacity of the artist can edusatar, which the
Sages call Mercurial water, the Virgin's milk, Luiaa May dew, the Green Lion, the Dragon, the Birthe Sages.
This Mercurial water they have compared to cor@sigua fortis, because just as those waters whicbocempose:
out of atrament, alum, copperas, Armenian salt, etcrode metals, and break them up, so this Miicspirit, or

water, dissolved its body, and separates froneifTimcture.

The picture represents a hill, on which stand meaws; at the foot of the hill is a yellow lion &ling a green lion.
There is a furnace in which is a pumpkin-shapedelggucurbit), from which blue serpents ascend ihée
alembic, and are collected into a receptacle byldman who seems on the point of carrying it away.

Of the Exaltation of Mercurial Water

The ancient Sages have spoken of the compositittredEreen Lion or Dragon, emanating from the selanets,

in a style saturated with the darkness of niglefitbutinstead of vainly endeavouring to untie their Gandknots,

I will try to sketch its composition with a few skes of my pen. It is generated by the subtle érfies descending
into the elements; then its substance is scattdyeahd in the heavens, its workshop is in the dpadd again it
descends into its earth, with rain water and aewntpour, thus receiving the strength of thingssatand things
below; it is nourished by its own body, eatingviisigs and tail with its teeth, the whole body begwgallowed by

the head, and remaining in it for ever. This ishidgen and incomparable treasure of all the Sagsish none ca
obtain except through the teaching of a Mastebyatevelation of God, who, in His goodness mak&sdwn to

whom He will.

An old man stands near a vessel, like an urinalhith a Green Dragon is devouring blue serpentevA the
Dragon is the yellow, green, blue, black, red sifMercury. Above the urinal is a Green Dragonrigtits tail.



Wear the urinal a Green Lion bites a piece ouhefitack of a Red Lion, so that the blood flows dolrthe
background are forests and hills.

Of the Solution of the Sun with Mercurial Water

It should be noted at this point that the Tinctigraot found otherwise than in gold. This may bdarstood from
the parable of Bernard, who says that the Sunnteriag the bath, first of all puts off his goldebe. For what th
eagle is among birds, the lion among beasts, theosaamong fishes, the Sun among planets, suchigjalthong
metals. In it are the red and white tincture, beedtitinges, transforms, and illumines all bodkes. gold is made
out of the substance of the most subtle living Meycand out of pure, red, fixed, self-cleansechBut, which
tinges, and contains in itself, the soul, whichafied the form of gold, and by some Sages the €strwf
Philosophers. This soul of gold with its heat digesd tinges its substance, and imparts tofibits, so that
through its mediation the day begins to dawn. Troug the gold, to dissolve and volatize it whit#l preserving
its form is our great object, as it is also oumgkréabour.

My, T

T i

The Sun, encircled byrad rainbow, shines among the clouds, and a Qreenis biting the Sun in the face, so t
the blood flows. An old man is holding in his haardurinal, in which is red water; and in this waderinged man
stands up to his navel. Out of the urinal is flymm@reen Dragon, which bites the face of the Sureastands with
the Moon on a rock, so that the blood flows untierdragon into the urinal. Under the black roci {Sreen
Dragon. whose tail is cut off, and the same is gngwis wings.

Of the Preparation of the Earth, or Moon of the Sages

When the soul of gold has been separated fronoiy,lor when the body, in other words, has beesotlisd, the
body of the Moon should be watered with its propenstruum, and reverberated, the operation bepepted as
often as necessary, i.e., until the body becomietsesubroken up, pure, dissolved, coagulated. Ehikone, not witl
common fire, but with that of the Sages, and atyas must see clearly that nothing remains undiissb For
unless the Moon or Earth is properly prepared atidety emptied of its soul, it will not be fit teeceive the Solar
Seed; but the more throughly the earth is clean§éd impurity and earthiness, the more vigordusiil be in the
fixation of its ferment. This earth or Moon of tBages is the trunk upon which the solar branch@fSages is
engrafted. This earth, with its water, putrefied @ncleansed; for heat, acting on a dry substaraeses whitenes
Azot and fire wash Laton, or earth, and removejitscity.



A fire is laid under the Sun, which is burning, andch smoke is ascending. An old man has in hid$ian urinal,
in which is the Moon lying on her back in blackighter. Out of the vessel is flying a green Dradwiding the

Moon in its mouth by the navel, and placing iteféeet on a black rock. Beneath the rock a greag®r lies dead
on his back.

The Conjunction of Sun and Moon

The ancient philosophers have enumerated severdd kif conjunction, but to avoid a vain prolixityill affirm,
upon the testimony of Marsilius Ficinus, that comgtion is union of separate qualities, or an eguatif principles
viz., Mercury and Sulphur, Sun and Moon, agentatient, matter and far. When the virgin or feminine, eartr

thoroughly purified and purged from all superflyijyou must give it a husband meet for it; for witlee male and
the female are joined together by means of thensp@igeneration must take place in the menstrdima.substanc
of Mercury is known to the Sages as the earth aatlemin which the Sulphur of Nature is sown, thatay thereb

putrefy, the earth being its womb. Here the fensaled awaits that of the male, by means of which éne
inseparably united, the one being hot and dry,thadther cold and moist; the heat and drynesseoirtale are
tempered with the cold and moisture of the fermahel, in due time, the matter will assume a spefofim. For all
action tends to the production of a form, beingt &s an efficient principle.

Opposition

A very red Sun is pouring blood into an urinal. &ld man is pouring blood out of another urinal gtbger with a

winged child, into a third urinal, which standssiraw and contains the Moon lying on her back ackish water.

Near the Sun a jug is pouring white rays, or drags, an urinal. On the hill stands a Phoenix,ngjtits breast, out

of which drops blood, the same being drunk by d@sng. Beneath the rock a husbandman is scattezegtjig his
field.



Of the Blackness or Raven's Head by means of which the copulation of Sundaloon
takes place

The second conjunction is of three, viz., body/,sand spirit; and these three we must make onea&the soul is
the bond of the spirit, so the body must also joiitself the soul, which can only be after putotifan; for nothing
can be improved if its form has not previously batarly destroyed. The signs of this are a blaskur and adtid
smell. For heat, acting on moisture, produces Iias&, which is the sign of the perfect minglingh&f substance
with a specific form. For solution and putrefactioegin with a fetid smell, and the process graguddivelops, and
therefore the Raven's Head is called a deadly poiBoe odour is rather intellectually than sensilyopsrceptible.
The blackness must precede whiteness. For putigfamtgins with solution, but does not end witlTiie second
solution of the more perfect stone is better thenfirst, because the more it develops, the maetitne is
subtilized. Our whole magistery, then, is baseguatnefaction; for it can come to nothing, unless putrefied.

Conjunction

Black Sun Black Moon

An old man with a book in his hand stands by thedae.

A black Sun in the vessel.

Behind the furnace is a field of green barley ggirig up out of the earth.
The Pavement, on which the furnace stands, is black



Of the Peacock's Tall

Our substance, according to the Sages, has a agkl lwhite feet, and black eyes. The beginning ofvaurk is the
Black Raven, which, like all things that are togrand receive life, must first putrefy. For putrfan is a
necessary condition of solution, as solution ibigh and regeneration. This putrefaction is ngbume, but a
commixtion, in their smallest parts, of earth withter, and water with earth, till the whole bodgdmes one. The
red male must be digested in union with his whiifewill both become dry - for otherwise no colswrill appear.
When the dry principle acts on the moist, flowefralbthe colours of a Peacock's Tail begin tosgup in the
Sage's vessel. Sometimes the vessel will seem diyvemvered with gold, which is a sign of the antif the male
seed, of Sulphur, on the female menstruum, or Mgrane mingling with the other as the result dittconflict.

As the moisture is gradually dried up, these sidftioloure give place to a settled whiteness.

An old man stands near the furnace, both towerspee, the urinal constantly changes its colounjrizkthe
furnace is barley producing ears.

Of the White Tincture

Having treated of the matter, the modepadcedure, and of the regimen of the fire, | praceew to the descriptic
of the composition of the white and the red Stdre blackness becomes whiteness very slowly; tieeatipn mus
be gradual, as a fierce fire would burst the vess®l mar our work. As the Mercury becomes white,white
Sulphur becomes incombustible, containing the ppistose whiteness is like the whiteness of alabashe
whole magistery takes place in one vessel, andavithfire, viz., the dry and moist elementarg fof the matter, ti
it is all dissolved again and again, and conagdlatel thickened into a mass of a clear snow-winiteur, which,
when cool, becomes like a hard gum. The decodtiowever, must be continued till the Eagle is rediyer
vitrified), and becomes a crystalline stone whicalts) tinges, and coagulates Mercury and other ifapemetals
into pure silver. This white tincture, or elixig @lso called the Virgin's milk, the everlasting@vaand water of life
because it is as brilliant as white marble; itisbacalled the White Queen, who by increasing iteelfecomes the

Mighty King, the white transforming into yellow asaffron, and at last into a deep ruby colour.



A white King sits on the throne, having at his féet Moon, and the five Planets on their kneesridehand is a

field, with yellow, ripening ears of barley. Behitite furnace is an old man inspecting the coals,iathe urinal is
the full Moon.

Of the Perfect Red Elixir

Xiphilinus and the rest of the philosophers agrethis, that the white colour must precede the Asdyou can hav
no red colour where the substance has not first late, so the black cannot become orange unidisstibecome
white. In like manner, the Rosary says that notlizug become gold that has not first been silverwHe knows
how to convert gold into silver, also knows howtmvert silver into gold. Gold, to become silveystfirst be
corrupted and made black, and there is no methbe@@iming yellow except by way of white; in the saway the
white must become red by way of yellow. Heat, actin moisture, causes blackness; acting on dryaepsgially
if it be continued carefully and unceasingly, thisrdeveloped truarhiteness; out of white comes yellow, and ol

yellow a permanent and tinging ruby colour.

An old man in a tunic stands by a furnace, one tafevhich is open, and in the urinal of the otteea purple Sun.



A King, like a Pontiff, in a purple robe, sits dretthrone, and at his feet kneel the Sun and Mwith,the five
planets; behind the King stands an old man wittouared head.

The Circles are:

. Black,

. Blue,

Red,

. Golden,

. Ruddy,

. White,

. Argentine, with the sign of the Moon.

NoOUhWNPE



The Circle is black, white, blue, red, yellow, tauwblue; in the Cross are the Sun and Moon. Thetdvircle is
blue, and contains a quadrangle of red, blue, biaoé white. The triangle is black, blue and rex] & its centre
are the Sun and Moon.



